
UPCOMING EVENTS 

8 JAN :  7.30 -9.00pm  |  Dhamma Sermon 

9 JAN :  8am - 4pm     |  Ata Si l

15 JAN: 7.30 -9.00pm  |  Meditation

22 JAN: 7.30 -9.00pm  |Dhamma Sermon

28 JAN: 7.30 -9.00pm  |Dhamma Sermon        

(Sinhala) -  Duruthu Full  Moon Day

29 JAN: 7.30 -9.00pm  |  Ashirvada Pooja

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF BVS

On behalf  of the board of directors of Buddhist  Vihara
Society,  I  would l ike to wish you al l  a very happy,  healthy
and a peaceful  new year 2021 .  
 
Past year has been extremely chal lenging to al l  of us but
one thing is  c lear ,  with unity and understanding,  we can
navigate through such hardships in the future.  Whi le our
hearts go out to people who suffered losses during this
diff icult  t ime,  i t  is  also a perfect t ime to think about the very
essence of Buddha's teaching.  Nothing is permanent,
everything changes and everything is temporary.
Acceptance of this impermanence wil l  help us f ind our
inner peace and happiness.  
 
Although,  we managed to do a lot of work this past year ,  we
have even bigger plans to improve spir i tual  engagement
with the community and also improving the temple premises
as wel l .  We are count ing on everyone to support these
act iv i t ies and make our temple a better place for al l  of us .

BUDDHIST VIHARA
SOCIETY IN BC

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1 ,  I S S U E  3

T h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  B V S                     w w w . b v s . o r g

BLESSINGS FOR A HAPPY AND
A HEALTHY NEW YEAR 2021

Event calendar for 2021 is now
available on BVS website. 

Click here 
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BVS Health and Safety 
protocols for COVID - 19

All spiritual events organized by BVS will
be streamed via Zoom . Click to log in 

 
Meeting ID : 443 970 6128

https://www.facebook.com/bvsbc
https://www.instagram.com/buddhistviharasociety/
http://www.bvs.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4439706128
http://www.bvs.org/
https://bvs.org/events-calendar
http://www.bvs.org/sites/default/files/pdf/BVS-COVID-19-Final.pdf
http://www.bvs.org/sites/default/files/pdf/BVS-COVID-19-Final.pdf
http://www.bvs.org/sites/default/files/pdf/BVS-COVID-19-Final.pdf


BVS GARDEN ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

   
 

For several years there has been requests form the
membership and well-wishers to enhance the appearance of
the temple premises and better utilize the farming land. BVS
board of directors with the recommendations of community
professionals, prepared a plan to beautify the garden and
better utilize the property to provide an appealing look to the
temple premises and convert BVS garden in to a revenue
generating stream. 
 
A virtual townhall session was heled on the 19th December
2020 to get opinions, comments and suggestions through an
open discussion with the community. This project is expected
to be funded by your generous monitory and material
donations. While we thank everyone who has donated so
far, we also encourage everyone else to provide their
assistance and donations towards this worthy cause.

MAHA KATINA CHEEVARA OFFERING CEREMONY

Maha Katina Cheevara offering ceremony was successfully completed
on the 4th October 2020. Due to the pandemic, we had to limit the
number of participants at the temple to be compliant with health and
safety guidelines. Even with these conditions our sponsors, managed
to successfully conclude the Katina Cheevara offering ceremony and
most of the devotees and well-wishers were able to connect via zoom
as well. 

On behalf of the Buddhist Vihara Society in BC, we are thankful for
below devotee families for sponsoring Vassana Retreat program.
 
Palitha & Sadana Perera, Janaka & Tushani Ekanayake, Panidu &
Chanaki Fernando, Chetiya & Dilini Amarasinghe, Chandra Perera,
Ranjith & Kanthi families.

We have a beautiful structure set up for the Bodhi Tree at
the temple,  however this structure was not capable of
maintaining ideal temperature for the Bodhi Tree during
the cold winter months. In October 2020, Channa
Lokugamage, lead a project to build a new subfloor and
insulate the structure. Also, we have received generous
donations and support from our active community
members to complete this project before the winter
months.                           Thank you !
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Click here for more pictures ...

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

BODHI TREE PLATFORM 

Click here for 
Project Proposal Watch townhall

session

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING

Advance care planning is a process that supports adults at any
age or stage of health in understanding and sharing their
personal values, life goals and preferences regarding future
medical care. The goal is to help ensure that people receive
medical care that is consistent with their values, goals, and
preferences during serious or chronic illness. Advance care
planning is part of life planning much like financial and estate
planning.

We are planning to organize few sessions in 2021 on ACP. 
Stay tuned ! 

"BVS calendars are now available to pick up at the temple.
Please wear a mask when entering the 

temple premises"

Did you know ?
 Our Bodhi Tree is a direct descendent of the 

Jaya Sri Maha Bodhiya in India ? 
 

One of our former BVS member, Dr. Gamini Randeni picked up a fruit that fell
in front of him directly from the Sri Maha Bodhiya in India and brought it
back to Vancouver. He managed to grow several plants from seed in his
living room. Several of those plants were donated to our temple and then Dr.
Ranil Wlivitiya managed to propagate a few more from those plants and
keep in a greenhouse. The current two are the last two remaining.

https://www.facebook.com/bvsbc
https://www.instagram.com/buddhistviharasociety/
http://www.bvs.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZZ4sTbtyAj4k2zw79
https://photos.app.goo.gl/YnXg5thDfc11Az4TA
https://bvs.org/sites/default/files/pdf/BVS_Garden_Enhancement_Project_Proposal_v3.0.pdf
https://bvs.org/sites/default/files/pdf/BVS_Garden_Enhancement_Project_Proposal_v3.0.pdf
https://bvs.org/sites/default/files/pdf/BVS_Garden_Enhancement_Project_Proposal_v3.0.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZZ4sTbtyAj4k2zw79


When the new BOD took over the off ice in May,  our bank balance was just
below $3,500.  We have managed to br ing that up to $35,000 by the end
of 2020.
We have reviewed our contracts with service providers ( internet / phone)
and renegotiated cheaper plans which al lowed us to considerably reduce
our monthly recurr ing expenses.   
We have managed to increase addit ional  income from other revenue
sources such as organic farm and mini  fund rais ing act iv i t ies .
Despite the pandemic s i tuat ion,  PAP income  increased considerably
compares to the start  of the year .  

Key Financial Achievements in 2020 

We would like to thank each and every one of our members and well-wishes for their
support and commitment towards making our BVS community a better place for us, and

for our future generation. 

Tax season is fast approaching, we will be emailing out tax
receipts in the coming weeks. Please contact BVS treasure if you
need these urgently.

For all donations, we encourage you to use eTransfer instead of
Paypal to avoid unnecessary transaction fees.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

BVS FINANCIALS - 2020 UPDATE 

Please feel free to reach out to BVS Treasurer
(treasurer@bvs.org) Ishan De Silva or Secretary
(info@bvs.org) Ari Tennakoon for any questions or
concerns regarding BVS financials. 
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Questions ?  Feedback or join our newsletter group to
make it better ? 

email us at newsletter@bvs.org

https://www.facebook.com/bvsbc
https://www.instagram.com/buddhistviharasociety/
http://www.bvs.org/

